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Did you know that we 
are already halfway 
through our school 
year? Time flies when 
you are having fun! 
There were many 
exciting activities that 
were held last month 
and the pictures in this 
newsletter prove that. 
The Family Dance held 
on Friday, January 22nd 
tops the list. It was 
great to see so many 
parents and students 
out together having 
fun!  
February looks like it 
will be an eventful 
month as well.                           
As you know our 
school is dedicated to 

helping those who are in 
need. This week we will 
be holding a Spell-A-
Thon to aid the Canadian 
Red Cross as they 
support those who have 
survived the earthquake 
in Haiti. Thanks to all of 
you for supporting our 
students by sponsoring 
them. I know our 
students will do their best 
to spell as many words 
correctly as they can. 
Great work students! 
Thursay, February 11th 
will be an exciting day as 
we will be celebrating the 
100th day of school. 
There will be lots of 
counting, reading and 
fun.  

Our 2010 graduates will 
be looking pretty sharp 
on February 11th and 12th 
as they will be having 
their graduation pictures 
taken by Lifetouch. 
Graduation Day will be 
held on Friday, June 25th 
this year. 
Our grade 10 – 12 
students have just started 
the second semester this 
week. Our grade 7 - 9 
students will also be 
starting a few new 
classes. New classes are 
exciting and bring a fresh 
start to the school year. 
Attendance is so very 
important to being 
successful in school. 
When a student misses a 
class they miss the class 

Vision  Each student who enters our doors shall leave with abundant respect for self and others an the 
capability to meet the challenges of tomorrow.  

Mission  To work together to create a student centered environment that fosters healthy living, lifelong 
learning and responsible citizenship. 
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discussions and the 
lesson. If at all possible 
please make sure that 
your child does not 
unnecessarily miss 
school. Our school does 
work hard to mandate 
daily attendance but we 
can’t do it alone. If you 
are having trouble 
getting your child to 
school please give the 
school a call and we 
can work together to 
improve the situation. 
We are stronger 
together! 

As always please 
contact the school if you 
have any questions or 
concerns. I appreciate 
hearing from you. 

Jane Dupre 

Family Dance  
Highlights 
 (See more on 
page 7) 

�

Grade 2 Ocean Project (see page 4)  

�Have you ever wondered what lives in the ocean? 2Fe 
knows! Each student has researched an ocean animal 
and the information was put into a booklet along with 
an actual model!  The models and booklets are on 
display in the Resource Centre.  Come and check them 
out!   Below is a list of students with their ocean animal. 
Rose – starfish       Ashley – rockhopper penguin 
Ethan – killer whale       Keenan – crocodile fish 
Brooke – seahorse       Tristan – mako shark 
Casey – dolphin       Tailia – humpback whale 
Bree – sea turtle       Dreyden-  polar bear 
Aidan – great white shark       Lauren – blue whale 
Brianna – macaroni penguin    Austyn – narwhal �
Cameron – hammerhead shark 
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PK(AM) 
Miranda Andrusiak 
Freedom Grindle 
Marcus Kennedy 
PK(PM) 
Sarah Bilquist 
Samantha Stomp 
Claudia Pachal 
K(AM) 
Noah Deminick 
Myles Patterson 
K(PM) 
Frayne Vliegenthart 
Harley Vliegenthart 
1B 
Hazel Sewap 
Zane Toffan 
1C 
Hannah Richardson 
Ira Dumas 

2FE 
Tristan Kolenosky 
Ethan Norman-
Hydamaka 
2FO 
Kayleigh Gunville 
Abbey Werbicki 
3H 
Delaney Liebaert 
Kiana Stevens 
3W 
Leanne Dubinak 
Kirsten McBurnie 
4H 
Destiny Custer-Rich 
Hope Liebaert 
4R 
Bailey Eastman 
Jared Carter 
 

5C 
Anna Lundgren 
Zayne Benoit 
5/6R 
Keira Collins 
Kelsey Ratt 
6W 
Sydni Morissette 
Jordan Hrywkiw 
7G 
Calum Tyson 
Brittney Blackmon 
 
7T 
Aisia Morgan 
Candice Riehl 
�

CONGRATULATIONS  
EVERYONE!  YOU 
MAKE THE CCS 
STAFF PROUD! 
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The Virtues Corner 

Our virtue for February at CCS is KINDNESS.  
The definition of kindness is: 

The quality of being warmhearted, considerate, humane and sympathetic.  
 

No act of kindness, however small, goes unnoticed. 
-Aesop- 

 
Goodness is the only investment that never fails. 

-Henry David Thoreau- 
 

A few of our students and staff have given their co mments on 
kindness: 

 
“Kindness is being nice and helping people.” 

-Jared Carter- 
 

“Kindness is doing something nice for a friend.” 
-Nick Gunville- 

 
“Being nice to people and helping them when they need it.” 

-Matthew Kryschuk- 
 

“I think kindness is saying or doing something nice,  
even if you don't have to. ” 

-Mrs. Petalik-�
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School Happenings 

will be to make 
Ukrainian Cabbage 
Rolls. 
Bring your Mom or a 
friend and for more 
information, see Ms. 
Whitmore.  
These are skills you 
will always be able to 
use.  

SK Safety 
Council  
Snowmobile 
Course   
Congratulations to all 
the students who 
took their 
snowmobile course 
this weekend. Drive 

carefully and enjoy your 
trip! 

Family Dance 
A big Thank You to all 
the families who came 
out and joined in the 
family dance. It was too 
bad we only had six 
mirror balls as all the 
families were winners. A 
big Thank you to Robert 
Janzen, Eric Reimer 
and Brett Wenger for 
their help in the 
canteen. Thanks to Mrs. 
Dupre, Mrs Trubiak and 
Mrs Lair for there help 
at the dance and thank 
you to those parents 
who helped with the 
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School Council 
The February School 
Community council 
meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, Feb. 23rd at 
7:00 PM in the board 
room. 

Grade 8 to 12 
students 
You are invited to join 
Sophie and learn how 
to make those 
wonderful perogies. 
The class will beheld 
Saturday, Feb. 13 
from 1 to 4 pm .  The 
second class will be 
held on Sunday, Feb. 
28th from 1 to 4 and 

Nutrition Month 
March is just around the 
corner which means so 
is nutrition month.  This 
year we will be getting 
everyone involved with 
the Canada’s Food 
Guide.  Every day that 
we are in school for 
March I will have a 
challenge for each 
student to complete.  
There will be a pizza 
party for the winning 
class.  The challenges 
will have your child 
thinking about the food 
groups, serving sizes, 
nutrition labels, variety 
of choices within each 
food group and a little 
bit of exercise.  If you 
have any questions 
about nutrition month 
please call and I will try 
to help. 
Thank you 
Robertine Elliott 

Jr. SPCA Animal 
Diorama Project  
Jr. SPCA club is 
working on an animal 
diorama project. What 
this entails is Jr. SPCA 
members will be broken 
up into pairs and asked 
to create an animal 
diorama depicting one 
of their favourite 
animals (real or 
imaginary), and their 
habitats. A few 
resources will be 
provided to your child to 
create this such as 
Shoeboxes (if needed), 
glue, markers, 
construction paper, pipe 
cleaners and pom 
poms. The resource 
centre has kindly 
donated space to 
showcase�the finished 
dioramas. And, we have 
also discussed perhaps 
awarding prizes to each 

participant such as most 
lively representation, 
most colourful, most 
imaginative, ECT…. I 
hope this project allows 
for extra learning about 
a particular animal for 
your child that can be 
shared with others in 
our school. The start 
date to our project falls 
on February 8th and 9th . 
We will continue to work 
on our dioramas for 
three of our noon hour 
sessions and will be 
staying after school on 
Wednesday, March the 
3rd to completely finish 
up our projects. I am 
hoping to showcase our 
projects in the library 
from Friday, March the 
5th to Monday, March 
the 15th. If you have any 
extra crafting supplies to 
get rid of (or shoeboxes) 
please consider bringing 
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them into the 
Community School 
Office or contacting 
Courtney Whitmore at 
688-7409.� 

Meals on Wheels  
Our grade seven 
students will be 
delivering Meals on 
Wheels to the Flin Flon 
seniors for the week of 
Feb. 8th to the 12th. 
Thanks for being such 
good community 
volunteers. 

Sewing Clinic  
Do you have a pile of 
mending but no 
machine to do it? Would 
you be interested in 
joining a group and 
doing some sewing one 
evening? If you have 
any interest in this call 
Jane Robillard and let 
her know. We could 
easily set up an evening 
to do these chores 
together.  
 

tables and chairs and 
the clean up.  I am 
sure that everyone got 
their exercise for the 
day in one evening.  
 
�



Grade 2 Ocean Project 
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animal robots, a girl 
who helps a homeless 
man, a funny boy 
named Bruno, and 
more.  The grade 3-5 
students have both 
fact and fiction titles to 
choose from and the 
grade 4's especially 
are busy reading the 4 
titles required to vote 
at their level.  Make 
sure to ask your child 
which is their favorite 
so far, (the details here 
may help them 
remember) and let 
them explain what the 
Willow Awards are all 
about. 
  
A group of students 
from grades 5-7 are 
working on a library 
display about Haiti, 
making sure we all 
know where it is, what 
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READO has begun 
and classrooms are 
busy filling in squares 
on their READO 
cards.  A favorite part 
of this activity is 
sharing the Willow 
Award books and this 
year the nominees are 
wonderful.  The grade 
7-9 category has great 
reads about topics of 
interest like internet 
safety, child soldiers, 
bullying, and drug 
addiction as well as a 
fantasy about the 
weavers of destiny 
and, of course, a 
vampire known as 
Windigo.  Kind to gr. 3 
students are enjoying 
books about jigging, 
siblings, a boy looking 
for a home for his 
rabbits in outer space, 
a farmer who makes 

is happening there and 
why.  Reading helps us 
learn about the world and 
knowing background 
information helps what we 
see and hear on the news 
make sense.  Thanks for 
sharing your research and 
helping us learn! 
    
Do you know what graphic 
novels are?  They look like 
big comic books but they 
are so much more.  
Graphic novels have 
pictures on their pages, 
and while they look like 
comics the stories in them 
are usually more complex.  
The great thing about 
them is that the reader 
gets information from both 
the pictures and the 
words, which means less 
words are needed to tell 
the story.  They are great 
for readers who may be 

discouraged by pages 
and pages of text as 
they are fast reads and 
fun!  In our library 
graphic novels have 
green spine labels and 
we are building quite a 
collection.  If your child 
brings one home, check 
it out and you probably 
won't be able to put it 
down!   
  
Thank you for helping 
our students be 
responsible borrowers 
as they return borrowed 
items on time.  It is 
important to have a safe 
place at home for library 
books and to look after 
them carefully.   
  
It is what you read when 
you don't have to that 
determines what you 
will be when you can't 
help it.  ~Oscar Wilde 
�%�����
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Research Findings for Parents�

 What Does Research Say About Grade Retention?  
How does grade retention make a difference?  

 
Grade retention, also called ‘failing’, means that a student is required to repeat the same grade due 

to lack of achievement.  
Research over the past 100 years has shown that grade retention does not benefit students having 

academic or social adjustment difficulties compared to similar students who are not held back to repeat a 
grade. In fact, grade retention has consistently been associated with negative outcomes:  
  
Students who are required to repeat a grade are more likely to drop out of high school and less likely to 
attend post-secondary education. Grade retention is one of the most powerful predictors of dropping out of 
high school, regardless of when retention occurs.  
 
Grade retention is associated with increased behavioural problems.  
 
Grade retention can have a negative impact on achievement and social and emotional adjustment.  
 
Retained students are more likely to have lower educational and employment outcomes during late 
adolescence and early adulthood.  
 
Retained students experience lower self esteem and lower rates of school attendance.  
 

Some parents and teachers believe that grade retention may be a good practice in certain 
circumstances, e.g. if instruction has been inconsistent due to family relocation, or if a student had serious 
illnesses or emotional trauma. However, no studies have been able to predict accurately which students 
will benefit from being retained, and the overall evidence is strongly against retention.  

Researchers advocate alternatives to grade retention, such as early intervention when students 
experience difficulties; reading programs, summer school, and tutoring while working closely with parents. 
Grade retention is not a remedy for poor academic performance; specific remedial strategies are needed 
to support the individual student.  

 
 
For online resources on grade retention as well as the research references that inform this issue, 

please visit:  
www.oise.utoronto.ca/rspe/researchforparents/  

Copyright information  
You are free to reproduce and distribute this material in any form provided that you reproduce the entire 
commentary and credit to the two sponsors as follows:  

 
© Research Findings for Parents, (January, 2010). “What Does Research Say About Grade Retention?” 
Produced by OISE and CEA.  
www.cea-ace.ca www.oise.utoronto.ca 
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