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In Loving Memory of Ted Burns aka Satiek 

pictured here with wife Leslie Burns 
 

June 15, 1957 ï August 18, 2008 

 

A Letter to our Supporters 
 

Welcome to the second edition of the Team Burns Newsletter!  In this issue you will find 

information on how our organization began as well as some exciting news about things our 
group has been doing in and around the community.  This quarter we invite you to meet some 
of the members of our team up close and personal and invite you to join our team by doing 
what you can in your city and with your family and friends.  Although we have only been in 
existence since September of 2008, we have accomplished a lot since our inception.  The main 
goal of our group is to raise money for the American Cancer Society and to increase 
awareness about the importance of testing for this disease.  We are still going strong and have 
much more planned so stay tuned and please do what you can to support our good work in 
any way you can.  Thank you to all who participated already and we look forward to working 
with all of you who will assist us in coming months. 

 
With warmest regards,  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 

So you ask. . . How did Team Burns get 

started? 

LESLIE BURNS  
Reporter 
 

Team Burns is a non-profit group inspired by the 

life of the late Ted Burns, a beloved husband and 

father who lost his battle to colon cancer after 

a year long fight in August 2008. His warm 

personality and kind soul is the basis of our 

fqnto9r enql`shnm,  

 

Our mission is to advocate for cancer awareness 

and raise money for research. We see this as 

easily attainable through participation in events 

hosted by the American Cancer Society (ACS), 

rtbg `r sgd :FHX Xtllhs; `mc :Wdk`x Knq Qhed.; 

Yghr xd`q, vd9ud rds ` fn`k ne q`hrhmf 3z{,000 for 

the ACS. 

 

In less than six months after the loss of their 

e`sgdq, Ydc Gtqmr9 bghkcqdm `krn knrs sgdhq 

grandmother, Martha Anne Thompson to lung 

cancer.  The members of team burns are now more 

determined than ever to meet their goals for ACS. 

 

As of December 27, 2008, Team Burns has 

raised over $3,516 through Bake sales, T-

shirt and awareness bracelet sales. At our 

first bake sale, we raised over $550 and at 

the Walton County Relay on October 3 - 4, 

Team Burns raised over $800 in one night.  

 

Though Team Burns began solely as a Relay 

For Life group, we are passionate about 

raising money for cancer awareness as well as 

raising awareness about the disease and the 

importance of early testing and access to 

resources. 

 
 

Announcements 
 

Congratulations to the following members for 

accepting the newly created positions as they are 

clearly demonstrating leadership skills to all who 

know them: 

 

Robert Burns - Vice President, Director of 

Public Relations 
 

Bonnie Hardy ï Treasurer 

 

Andrea Roberts - Artistic Director 

 

Myasia Burns ï Administrative Director 

 

Ashley Andrews ï Administrative Assistant 

   
 

$$$$$ Financial Report  $$$$$ 
 

¶ We would like to thank Blockbuster 

Video Stores in Georgia for supporting 

Team Burns and the ACS.  Collection 

cans were placed in 16 stores and from 

those cans we collected $341.82 

 

¶ At the Monroe Area High School 

Hurricane Players drama production, 

ñWhy We Singò we generated $45 for 

Team Burns and the ACS. 

 

¶ Chocolate, chocolate everywhere ï Team 

Burns held its first candy sale taking 

orders from brochures and selling candy 

bars.  Thanks to Wolfgang Candy in 

Pennsylvania for getting our order to us 

accurate and on time as it enabled us to 

net $110 for the Team. Thanks Lisa, 

Clarnetta, Van and Ronald for your help. 

 

¶ To date we have raised $6,424.82 for 

the ACS. 



  
 

Just a few of the members of 
Team Burns  

 

 
 

 
 

If you havenõt already seen our website, please 
go in and check it out and sign be sure to sign 

the guestbook:  WWW.TEAMBURNS.ORG 

 

Who is Nykki Starr? 

Rebekah Washington and Tajshmon Brooks -

Reporters  
 
Nykki heads up the Drama Department at 
Monroe Area High School and works with the 
Hurricane Players.  He is also the Director of 
Young Voices United, an independent group of 
performers, and continues to write, direct and 
perform in and around the Atlanta Area.  He is a 
mentor for many young people and has helped to 
influence the lives of many.  Nykki has first hand 
experience as a Caregiver as he has a very close 
bond with his mother who is currently living with 
Colon Cancer.  When asked what he sees as the 
future of Team Burns, he would like to see the 
group to reach full non-profit status with a 
501C3 designation and to be in a position to 
receive grant money.   There is no question about 
the impact Relay For Life has had on him as he 
has walked around the clock at Relay for many 
years and encourages everyone to come out join 
the Fight Back Against Cancer Movement. 
 
 

How did I get involved in relay? 

Written by Ariana Taylor 
 
I got involved with Relay at school when I heard 
that the father of one of my classmates had 
passed away from Lung Cancer.  Within a few 
weeks of his death, I heard that this group, Team 
Burns was holding a meeting at our school and 
looking for people who would want to volunteer.  
When I went to my first Relay, I was really 
touched by the luminary ceremony and all the 
survivors who walked around the track.  For me 
this is a feel good experience in knowing that I 
am helping to find a cure.  
 
 

Look for the Spotlight each quarter to find 
out who the faces of the Team are and a 
little about each of us.  In the next issue 
look for info on Bonnie Hardy, T. Jay 
Brooks, and Myasia Burns.



 
 

WOW !  We did it . . . We hosted our 
very first concert . . . What a Show!!! 
 
You ask, what is SpringSing? This was a HUGE 
Concert that took months of planning from a group 
of ordinary individuals.  It started out as a small idea 
that grew into something really big.  This was our first 
really big event and it featured some of the best a 
cappella groups in the nation.   
 
It was a lot of hard work but paid off in the end.  
With the help of a beautiful facility, we had the space 
to invite many performers from around the country 
to come and join us to raise money for the American 
Cancer Society.  We sent out an invitation to 
professional groups as well as colleges up and down 
the east coast.  In the end we had over nine different 
  

 
The Accidentals 

groups accept the challenge and come together 
for this historic event.  We are so proud 
ourselves.  To quote one of the more than 500  
audience members, òthis show was amazing.ó 
 
The Accidentals of UGA co-hosted the show 
with us and did a phenomenal job.  Everyone 
thought they stole the show and they werenõt 
even competing.  It must have been their 
tuxedos.   
 
The groups arrived throughout the day and were 
excited to participate in the event.  Many of the 
performers have personally been affected by 
Cancer and have lost family members.  They all 
had personal stories to share but overwhelmingly 
we found that our common bond was wanting to 
do something to make a difference. 
 

After registration, the 
groups all set-up for sound-checks.   
 
At 5 PM everyone participated in a Buffet 
Dinner and some awards and acknowledgements 
were noted.  There were also a few questions, last 
minute announcements and a random drawing 
was held to determine the order of performance. 
 
Just after 7 PM the Accidentals opened the show 
with an energetic rendition of Stevie Wonder's 
classic "Don't You Worry About a Thing."  The 
first half of the show was a competition and the 
following groups participated:   

 
Georgia Tech - Sympathetic Vibrations 
Georgia Tech - Infinite Harmony 
Florida State - All Night Yahtzee 
University of Georgia - With Someone Else's Money 
University of Georgia ð Noteworthy 
 
All of the groups did a great job and kept the 
audience on edge choosing their favorites.  The 



judges were watching carefully and had to make 
decisions rapidly as each of the competing groups 
were limited to three songs.   
 
During intermission the judges score-cards were 
tallied and the winnerõs names were placed beside the 
trophies and awards. 
 
The show continued with a bold performance from 
the Accidentals and then on to our two pro groups.   
 

 
 
Business As Usual traveled from upstate NY and 

CT just to perform.  It was a real pleasure to see their 
unique style and strong vocals.   
 

  
 
Jonathan Minkoff, Chris Chatham, Diana Preisler, 
and Marty Gasper, are the World famous headliners, 

Blue Jupiter.  
 
Blue Jupiter rocked the house with almost an hour of 
power.  Their performance was dynamic and colorful 
and it wowed the crowd.   
 

On Saturday at the University of Georgia 
prestigious Hugh Hodgson's School of Music  
our pros taught Vocal Training Workshops and 
Master Classes.  Participants went from class to 
class and learned everything from stage presence 
to arranging songs to fit the voices within their 
groups. 
 
Congratulations to all the groups who competed 
and those who took home prizes. 
 
Competition Prizes were awarded as follows: 
 
First place winners: Florida State "All Night 
Yahtzee" - $1,000 Cash Prize and Trophy 
Second place: Univ of GA "Noteworthy" - $500 
Cash Prize and Trophy 
Third place: Univ of GA "With Someone Else's 
Money" - $250 Cash Prize and Trophy 
 
Special Award Winners:  
 
Best Arrangement awarded to: Dave Girtman 
for Lithium, "All Night Yahtzee" - FSU 
Best Choreography: "Noteworthy" - UGA 
Best Vocal Percussion: Paul Kozien for the 
District Sleeps Alone Tonight, "Sympathetic 
Vibrations" - Georgia Tech 
Best Solo: Andrew Leonard for Happy Ending, 
"Infinite Harmony" - Georgia Tech 

 
BIG THANK S go to Shane Fuhrman, Musical 
Director, and Cooper Kitching, Business 
Manager for the Accidentals.  Shane, 
your ideas and input helped us to shape the plans 
for the event and we are grateful to all of your 
group for their participation in t-shirt day and 
ticket sales.  Cooper your support from the start 
was invaluable. 
   
Special Thanks go out to Jason Ardell and Steve 
Ryan of "Breakdown Band" for their leadership 
on the technical side of the house.  Although 
extenuating circumstances prevented their group 
from performing they still participated in the 
show in a very big way and we could not have 
done it without them.  Thanks again guys. 

 
Another huge Thanks goes out to our great 
sponsors CHICK FIL-A.  They provided all of 
the food for the workshop participants on 



Saturday, it was hot and delicious.  Thank you very 
much. 
 
The event was FABULOUS and everyone who 
attended had a great time. Music was great and the 
program had lots of diversity. Thanks to all of the 
performers and supporters who made this event a 
success by coming out to sing for a cure. 
 
We would like to thank all of our friends and family 
who attended the show both locally and those who 
traveled great distances by car, and train to be here. 
 
Thanks to all of our supporters who could not attend 
the show, but who bought tickets to support the 
event anyway.  Thanks to Reginald and Anne Harris 
from Philadelphia, PA who bought a block of tickets 
for cancer survivors and their caregivers to enjoy.  
Thanks to Ernestine Diggs, from Waldorf, MD who 
also eagerly bought several tickets the moment she 
heard about the show. 
 
We want to say THANK YOU  to want to let you 
know that together we raised $1,500 for the ACS and 
have changed history. 

 

THANK YOU ALL TEAM BURNS MEMBERS 

AND VOLUNTEERS FOR ALL OF YOUR 

HARD WORK!!  You made everyone feel welcome 

and made it all look very easy. 
 
Be sure to look at the Team Burns Website or 
Facebook pages for more pictures from the event. 
 

ñHow can I help?,ò you ask. . . 
 

Our team is comprised of many young people 

and we want to encourage their efforts and 

civic pride.  Help us to keep them engaged by 

showing them that you support what we are 

doing. 

 

There are many ways you can help: If you live 

in Georgia, or are traveling in our area, we 

invite you to come and support us at events 

throughout the year.  If you are outside of 

Georgia, we ask you to send a check using the 

attached ñI would like to donate form,ò or you 

can make a donation on-line at ACS Relay 

(Walton County) site which you can get to 

through our website www.teamburns.org or 

you can purchase the merchandise we offer 

through our website.  If you do any of these 

things then you are contributing to cancer 

research and helping our team. 

 

If you have already donated, let me thank you 

for your kindness and ask you to let that time 

be the first time, but not the last time you 

contribute.  Remember that any funds you give 

are 100% tax deductible from the IRS because 

you are donating to the American Cancer 

Society.  No matter how you do it, please know 

that we appreciate anything you can give and 

are anxious to put your donations to work. 

 

Thanks in advance from Team Burns 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.teamburns.org/

