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WELCOME ! 

Welcome to this special Christmas edition of the MFL Sunderland Primary Newsletter.  Read on to 

find some ideas to help you to teach your foreign language during this festive period. 

 

Previous editions of the newsletter can be found on the MFL Sunderland website.  Just follow the 

link on the homepage. 

 

If you have any news, articles or resources that you would like to share via subsequent issues of 

the newsletter, please email them to clare.seccombe@gmail.com  

 

Joyeux Noël !                ¡Feliz Navidad! 

INTERCULTURAL UNDERSTANDING 

Christmas provides us with an ideal opportunity to address intercultural  

understanding.  The KS2 MFL Framework’s Intercultural Understanding strand 

has some specific ideas: 

IU4.1  Learn about festivals and celebrations in different cultures 
• Listen to authentic songs linked to celebrations 

• Learn about festivals in other countries and how these festivals are  

 celebrated 

• Learn to say simple phrases of celebration e.g. to welcome the New Year 

IU6.3  Present information about an aspect of culture 
• Plan a cultural celebration, e.g. concert of songs, dances, performance of a traditional story 

• Create a multi-media presentation to present information about another culture 

• Produce a leaflet about an aspect of the country/countries studied 

 

Studying Christmas traditions in other countries can also be a springboard to some more general 

work on other countries and cultures.  For example: 

IU3.2  Locate some countries where the language to be studied is spoken 
• Locate the country and identify the capital city and main towns 

• Identify well-known landmarks 

• Find out about the weather conditions and how they might affect the lives of the people living 

there 

 

Here is a resource that will help you to do this:   

http://www.sunderlandschools.org/international/advent-calendar.htm 

It’s an online advent calendar.  Each day’s page shows 

“Happy Christmas” in another language, facts about how 

Christmas is celebrated in another country or culture and 

some follow-up questions for pupils. 

 

And of course you can use this work as one of the three  

activities for your Foundation Tier International School Award.  There is more information about the 

International School Award here:  

http://www.sunderlandschools.org/international/for_schools_isa.htm 



 

WHAT’S GOOD ON THE WEB ? 
GENERAL: 
 
Have a look at Santa’s Net for information about Christmas around the world  

http://www.santas.net/aroundtheworld.htm 

 

This is another good site for Christmas around the world: http://www.the-north-pole.com/around/ 

 

http://www.factmonster.com/ipka/A0877712.html How to say Happy Christmas in lots of languages  

 

These resources and more can be found at http://www.sunderlandschools.org/mfl-sunderland/

resources%20christmas.htm 

 

FRENCH: 
 
Le Calendrier de l’Avent en Chansons is a delightful collection of 
Christmas songs presented karaoke style.  My favourites are no.12 -  

Petit Papa Noël and no.4 - Noël Jazz.  

http://www.csdraveurs.qc.ca/musique/noel/calendrier/default.htm 

 

Euroclub Schools Christmas in France pages http://www.euroclubschools.org.uk/page2.htm  

Information and pictures of French Christmas traditions, songs, vocabulary, food….  There’s a quiz 

too! 

 

Some lovely craft ideas from Tête à Modeler http://www.teteamodeler.com/dossier/noel/index.asp 

 

SPANISH: 
 

Send Papá Noel an email http://www.todo.com.uy/papa-noel.html   

Presented as a writing frame 

 

Navidad Digital is wealth of information and pictures about Christmas in 

the Hispanic world.  Particularly useful is its list of 181 Spanish Christmas 

songs. http://www.navidaddigital.com/ 
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WHO’S WHO ? - THE PRIMARY LANGUAGES STEERING GROUP 

Chris Campbell  School Improvement Officer with responsibility for MFL 

Clare Seccombe  Sunderland LA support teacher for Primary Languages 

Janet Mayes  Language College Director at St Aidan’s 

Ruth Moreland  Primary languages co-ordinator at St Aidan’s Language College, Sunderland 

    South co-ordinator 

Carole Beeston  KS2/KS3 MFL teacher at St Aidan’s, Primary Languages trainer 

Lynn Langford  AST at Washington School, Washington co-ordinator 

Janet Holyoak  Coalfields co-ordinator, MFL co-ordinator at Newbottle Primary School 

Caoimhe NiChomhrai Sunderland North co-ordinator, MFL co-ordinator at Castletown Primary 

Sarah Dutton  Acting MFL Subject Leader at St Anthony’s 

Frances Collins  St Anthony’s 

CONTACTS 

The Primary Languages Steering Group is compiling a list of MFL co-ordinators in Sunderland  

primary schools whom we can phone or email direct.  If you have received a copy of this newsletter 

to your personal email address, then we already have your details.  If you haven’t, please email 

clare.seccombe@gmail.com and we’ll add you to the list.   


