
 

Issue 3  November 2009 

FESTIVAL OF LANGUAGES AND CULTURES 
This year’s Festival of Languages and Cultures for primary and special schools 
will take place at St Aidan’s Language College on Monday November 23rd 
from 9.30am until 12.00.   
 
There will be performances by participants as well as a series of workshops 
which will include language taster sessions. 
 
The event will be a celebration of language learning and the international  
dimension in Sunderland LA schools, and will offer a showcase for groups of 
students to demonstrate their skills and the outcomes of their work to an appreciative audience.  
We hope also that it will motivate young people to enjoy and value language learning and learning 
about other cultures. 
 
If you are interested in participating, please contact Janet Mayes at St Aidan’s.  Schools will already 
have received information and the booking form via email. 

WELCOME ! 
Welcome to the third edition of the MFL Sunderland Primary Newsletter.  The aim of the  
newsletter is to keep all primary school MFL teachers and their secondary colleagues informed of 
the latest developments in primary language teaching nationally, regionally and within the local  
authority. 
 
Previous editions of the newsletter can be found on the MFL Sunderland website.  Just follow the 
link on the homepage. 
 
If you have any news, articles or resources that you would like to share via subsequent issues of 
the newsletter, please email them to clare.seccombe@gmail.com  

WHO’S WHO ? - THE PRIMARY LANGUAGES STEERING GROUP 
Chris Campbell  School Improvement Officer with responsibility for MFL 
Clare Seccombe  Sunderland LA support teacher for Primary Languages 
Janet Mayes  Language College Director at St Aidan’s 
Ruth Moreland  Primary languages co-ordinator at St Aidan’s Language College, Sunderland 
    South co-ordinator 
Carole Beeston  KS2/KS3 MFL teacher at St Aidan’s, Primary Languages trainer 
Lynn Langford  AST at Washington School, Washington co-ordinator 
Janet Holyoak  Coalfields co-ordinator, MFL co-ordinator at Newbottle Primary School 
Caoimhe NiChomhrai Sunderland North co-ordinator, MFL co-ordinator at Castletown Primary 
Sarah Dutton  Acting MFL Subject Leader at St Anthony’s 
Frances Collins  St Anthony’s 
 
Please contact one of the steering group if you have any questions about Primary Languages in the 
City. 
 
St Aidan’s School  0191 553 6073   Newbottle Primary School  0191 553 6566 
St Anthony’s School  0191 553 7700   Castletown Primary School 0191 553 5210 
Washington School 0191 219 3845 



 

WHAT’S GOOD ON THE WEB ? 
http://storybird.com  Storybird is a site where you can write your own stories and illustrate them 
using the bank of fantastic images and illustrations. Then use them, big book style, in the  
classroom.  Pupils can also make their own stories.   
Have a look at one I’ve already made and used http://tinyurl.com/yhkmyf8 

 
http://www.imagechef.com/  Use ImageChef to create simple poems and  
calligrams.  Show pupils that they can be creative with just a little language. 
 
http://library.thinkquest.org/J001156/makingbooks/minibook/index.htm  Make 
mini-books.  Pupils can write as much or as little as they want, and can also  
illustrate their work. 

LA-FUNDED FLAs 
If you would like to host one of our three French Foreign Language Assistants (FLAs), there are still 
two slots available, of 4 hours a week each, for the first half of the summer term. 
 
The FLAs will be FREE OF CHARGE to your school.  They can enhance not only your French teaching, 
but also many other areas of the curriculum, such as Music, PE and Art.  They will also give you a 
personal angle to Intercultural Understanding and Community Cohesion. 
 
Please contact clare.seccombe@gmail.com  First come first served ! 

This issue’s free resource is a wordsearch to 
practise country names.    
 
You could use this as a reinforcement activity, 
but also to introduce the names of countries in 
French.  Once pupils have completed the  
wordsearch, why not ask them to work out what 
the countries are in English and check in the  
dictionary.  What languages are spoken there ?  
What do the flags look like ?  This will help you 
to address the Intercultural understanding 
strand of the KS2 Framework. 

YOUR FREE RESOURCE 
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The Primary Languages Steering Group has 
been compiling list of MFL co-ordinators in  
Sunderland primary schools whom we can 
phone or email direct.  If you have received a 
copy of this newsletter to your personal email 
address, then we already have your details.  If 
you haven’t, please email 
clare.seccombe@gmail.com and we’ll make 
sure you are added to the list.  That way, you’ll 
know that you are receiving all the latest news 
and information about primary  
languages in Sunderland. 

CONTACTS 

SUNDERLAND RESOURCES 
The scheme of work for Year 4 is now on the MFL 
Sunderland website.  Many thanks again to the 
St Aidan’s team. 
  
www.sunderlandschools.org/mfl-sunderland/
resources-pr-fr-newsunderlandmaterials.htm  
 
We would value your feedback on the resources.  
Please either email Clare or submit your thoughts 
via the MFL Sunderland forum 
www.sunderlandschools.org/mfl-sunderland/
forum.htm  

PRIMARY LANGUAGES AUDIT 
Each year the DCSF and CILT (the National 
Centre for Languages) request from the LA  
certain data for Primary Languages.  The same 
data will also be very useful for informing the 
LA's Primary Languages Steering Group and 
the City's International Strategy. 
 
Many thanks to all the schools who have  
already completed the audit.  If you haven’t, 
please go to http://tinyurl.com/yl7etl7 There 
are only seven questions and it will take just a 
few clicks and very little time to complete. 



 


