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RESOURCES 
The FREE Sunderland scheme of work and  
resources for teaching Primary French are still 
available on the VLE.  All primary schools will 
recently have received an interactive  
whiteboard pack to support and enhance the 
scheme of work.  Sound files of the core  
vocabulary can be found on the website - 
www.sunderlandschools.org/mfl-sunderland/
resources-sound-files.htm 
 
Ruth Moreland, primary languages  
co-ordinator at St. Aidan's, is currently  
revising and updating the Sunderland  
primary MFL scheme of work, lesson plans and 
resources to reflect the revised KS2 QCA 
scheme of work and the KS2 Framework. The 
first year's materials, which are aimed at year 
3 but can be used with any year group starting 
French, will be on the VLE soon. Year 4 
(second year of French) materials are being 
piloted this year. In due course this will  
provide a full four year scheme for KS3. 
 
You will find an exclusive free resource at the 
end of this newsletter. 

FRENCH IN RECEPTION & KS1 
An Independent State School Partnership 
group, comprising Castletown, Newbottle,  
Holley Park and Rickleton primary schools, 
Sunderland High School and St. Aidan's  
Catholic School and Language College, has 
been working for the past eighteen months to 
produce a simple scheme of work and  
supporting resources to introduce French from 
reception and throughout KS1. Class teachers 
and specialist language teachers have worked 
together to develop a scheme which reflects 
other key elements of the curriculum for these 
year groups and which can be delivered by 
non-specialist class teachers in short sessions 
and integrated with other activities. The  
completed resource consists of a scheme of 
work, a vocabulary list and pronunciation CD, 
a full set of flashcards and a box and list of 
commercially produced resources to support 
the activities. The materials will be formally 
launched on 15th October and information will 
follow on how other interested schools can  
access them. 

WELCOME ! 
Welcome to the first MFL Sunderland Primary Newsletter.  The aim of the newsletter is to keep all 
primary school MFL teachers and their secondary colleagues informed of the latest developments in 
primary language teaching nationally, regionally and within the local authority. 
 
If you have any news, articles or resources that you would like to share via subsequent issues of 
the newsletter, please email them to clare.seccombe@gmail.com  

WHO’S WHO ? - PRIMARY LANGUAGES PERSONNEL 
Chris Campbell  School Improvement Officer with responsibility for MFL 
Clare Seccombe  Coalfields co-ordinator, MFL Sunderland website, Primary Assistants 
Lynn Langford  Washington co-ordinator 
Janet Mayes  Sunderland South co-ordinator, St Aidan’s Language College manager 
Ruth Moreland  Primary languages co-ordinator at St Aidan’s Language College 



 

FESTIVAL OF LANGUAGES 
Following the many positive responses to our 
previous two festivals, we should again like to 
invite you and your students to participate in a 
Festival of Languages and Cultures. This will 
take place on Monday 17th November, starting 
at 1.45 pm, at St. Aidan’s. 
 
You are invited to bring a group, large or 
small, of students of any age to perform 
something in another language or from  
another culture – a song, short drama or  
roleplay, chant, dance, poem or anything else 
they can share with others. As well as offering 
an opportunity to share work from your own 
curriculum, this could be an occasion when 
bilingual students can share something from 
their home culture. All participants will spend 
part of the afternoon performing and watching 
performers from other schools. There will also 
be the opportunity to try taster sessions in 
new languages. Most of these activities are 
suitable for students of all ages and abilities. 
 
If you are interested, please contact Janet 
Mayes on 0191 553 6073 or email 
janet.mayes@schools.sunderland.gov.uk  

USEFUL WEBSITES 
www.primarylanguages.org.uk The Primary 
Languages website has been developed by 
CILT, and supports the introduction and  
development of primary languages in Key 
Stage 2 by providing access to online training. 
 
www.nacell.org.uk Nacell is the National  
Advisory Centre on Early Language Learning.  
It promotes and develops the provision and 
quality of early language learning in primary 
and early years education. 
 
www.cilt.org.uk CILT is the National Centre for 
Languages.  The website provides information 
about all stages of languages, useful links and 
information about publications.  Their mission 
is to promote a greater capability in languages 
amongst all sectors of the UK population.  
 
www.qca.org.uk/qca_11752.aspx The new 
KS2 QCA schemes of work 
 
www.standards.dfes.gov.uk/primary/
publications/languages/framework/ The KS2 
framework for languages 

LA-FUNDED FOREIGN LANGUAGE ASSISTANTS 
A warm welcome to our three LA-funded Primary Foreign Language Assistants, who will be working 
in Sunderland from the beginning of October until May half term.  Julien Mignon, Pierre-Edouard Illy 
and Marion Vassard will each be working in several primary schools across the city as well as  
developing new teaching materials and resources. 

SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
12th October  Día de la Hispanidad 
17th November International Education Week www.teachernet.gov.uk/iew/  
6th January  Día de los Reyes www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/lj/cultural_notes/gifts.shtml 
26th January   Chinese New Year 
20th March  International Day of Francophonie french.about.com/library/weekly/aa032000.htm 
9th May  Europe Day europa.eu/abc/symbols/9-may/euday_en.htm 
14th July  Bastille Day  french.about.com/library/weekly/aa071400.htm 

INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS 
Sunderland City Council has a Friendship Agreement with Washington DC in the USA, active  
long-standing twinning relationships with Saint-Nazaire in France and Essen in Germany, and is 
currently developing a partnership with the city of Harbin in China.  These relationships are  
co-ordinated by the City Council's International Team based at the Civic Centre. If you are  
interested in finding out more about the opportunities these international partnerships can offer, or 
would like a copy of the latest edition of Worldwide (the City's international bulletin), please contact 
Jane Simmons, Senior International Officer on international.team@sunderland.gov.uk or phone 
0191 561 2858. 
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REGIONAL SUPPORT GROUPS 
Nacell Regional Support Groups (RSGs) aim to 
promote and develop language learning in the 
primary sector through local level support.  
The groups run FREE information, training and 
networking sessions for anyone involved in 
teaching languages in Foundation, KS1 and 
KS2.  Sessions offer a national and regional 
information update, a presentation by a trainer 
or practising teacher and opportunities to 
share ideas and resources with fellow  
participants. 
 
In the north-east region there are 4 RSGs, in 
North Tyneside, Durham, Darlington and  
Redcar & Cleveland. 
 
RSG sessions for the academic year 2008-
2009 have recently been announced, and you 
can find the details and contact information on 
the Nacell website at www.nacell.org.uk/
regional/northeast/index.htm 
 
You may be interested in attending one of the 
first sessions of the year: 
 
21st October, Durham 
“Using ICT and the moving picture in Primary 
Languages” presented by Wendy Adeniji 
 
23rd October, Darlington 
“Here’s one I made earlier” presented by  
practitioners from Darlington 

YOUR FREE RESOURCE 
This issue’s free resource is a triangle puzzle 
to practise “In the classroom” vocabulary and 
to introduce or consolidate the notions of  
gender and number.  It works best if you  
photocopy or print it onto card and give it to 
pupils individually or in pairs ready cut up to 
piece together. 
 
There are other examples of this kind of  
resource in the Primary Resources section of 
the MFL Sunderland website. 
 
Here’s how it fits in: 
 
Sunderland Primary Materials: Units 11 
and 12 
 
KS2 QCA Scheme of Work: Unit 1 section 5, 
Unit 2 section 2 
 
KS2 Framework for MFL: Literacy 3.1, 3.2, 
4.1; Language Learning Strategies—play 
games to aid memorisation; Knowledge about 
Language—notice spelling of familiar words; 
recognise how sounds are represented in 
written form 
 

INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL AWARD 
The International School Award is an accreditation scheme which acknowledges and celebrates 
schools’ curriculum-based international work.  The Award has three tiers, to suit those schools which 
are just starting out with international work as well as those where a global dimension is  
embedded in the life of the school. 
 
At the moment, ten schools in Sunderland have the Foundation tier of the Award, and some of them 
have worked up to Intermediate tier or even the Full Award. 
 
It is the DCSF’s intention that by 2010 all schools should have at least the Foundation Award.  We 
would like to invite you to an event at the Sandhill Centre on Monday October 20th at 4.00 (coffee 
from 3.30) which will enable you to complete an application for the Foundation Award for your school.  
You will also hear from colleagues from schools that have one of the tiers of the Award, who will tell 
you about the benefits that international work has brought to their school. 
 
To reserve your place, please email or phone Helen Scott at the Sandhill Centre 
helen.scott@sunderland.gov.uk  0191 553 5689 

Newsletter produced by Clare Seccombe October 2008 
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